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With her train of damfils (he was gone 
In Ibady walks, the (torching heat to (him. Drydetis Falks* 

2 + A wench ; a country lafs. 

The clowns arc whore matters, and the damfets with child. 

Gay s Pr face to iVhut d'ye cull it . 
Da'mkjn, n.f [corruptly from damafeeke * ] A final 1 black 
plufti. See Damascene. 

My wife deft rid fome damfons , 

And made me climb with danger of my life. Shak* H. VL 
Da*:. n* f [from dominies, as now don in Spanifh, and donna 7 
Italian, front domna.] 1 he old term of honour for men ; as 
we now fay m after, 

This whimpled, whining, purblind, wayward hoy. 

This fignor Junio's giant dwarf, dan Cupid, Shake fpeu re* 

Dick, if this ftory pleafeth thee. 

Pray thank dan Pope, who told it me. Prim 's Alma* 

To DANCE, v, n. [danfer^br* dan par, Span, as fome think 
from tanza y Arabick, a dance ; as Junius, who loves to derive 
from Greek, thinks, from 

i. To move in meafure ; to move with fteps correfpomlent to 
the found of inflruments. 

What fay you to young Mr Fenton : He capers, he dances, 
he has eves of youth, he writes verfes. Sh . Mer. F\ of Windl. 
To Dance Attendance* v ♦ a. To wait with fupplenefs and 
obfequ ioufne fs. 

Men are fooner weary to dance attendance at the gates of 
foreign fords, than to tarry the good leifurc of their own ma- 
gi Urates , Raleigh* s Ejjdyu 

It upbraids you 

To let your father’s friend, for three long months, 

! h us dance attendance for a word of audience. Dr yd. Cham. 
To Dance, a a, 

i. To make to dance -, to put into a lively motion* 

Thy grand Ore lov'd thee well ; 

Many a time he danc'd thee on Ids knee, Shalt* 27 /. Andrrn. 

i hat I fee thee here. 

Thou noble thing! more dances my rapt’ heart, 

Than when I fir ft my wedded mi ft refs fiiw 
Be ft ride my thrcfhold. Shakefpeare s Cot Alan us. 

In peftilences the indignity of the i nfedt in g vapour danceth 
the principal fpirits. Bacon's Natural Hijl rv, N*\ 333. 

Dance. n.f [from the verb.] A motion of one or many in 
concert, regulated by mufick. 

Our dance of cuftom, round about the oak of Herne the 
hunter* Shakefpeare s Merry l Fives of l Find for* 

The honourable!!: part of talk is to give the occafion, and 
again to moderate and pafs to To me what elfe ; for then a man 
leads the dance * Bacon, I ffhy 35, 

But you perhaps expect a modtfh fcaft, 

With amorous longs and wanton dances graerYL Dryd* Juv* 
Dancer. n.f [from dance . J One that pfactifos the an of 
dancing. 

He at Philippi kept 

His fword e’en like a danc ry while I ft rook 
The lean and wrinkled Cafiius. Shake]. Ant . and Cleopatra* 
Muficians and da mas ! take fome truce 
With thefe your pleafing labours ; for great ufe 
As much wearinefs as perfection brings. Donne. 

I he earl was fo far from being a good dancer , that he was 
no graceful goer, Wettm* 

It is a ufual praflice in thefe times for our fuuambulours, 
or dancers on the rope, to attempt fomewhat like to Hying, 

Wilkin/ s Math* Magic. 

He, perfect dancer! climbs the rope. 

And balances your fear and hope. Prior* 

Nature, I thought, perform’d too mean a part. 

Forming her movements to the rules oi art ; 

And, vex’d, I found that the mufician's hand 
Had o’er the dancers mind too great command. Prior. 
Da'n C i N G M A stf.R, ft* f [ dance and majler, ] One who teaches 
the art of dancing 

The apes were taught their ape’s tricks by a dandngmajler * 

H Ejl range. 

T he legs of a danerngmafter, and the fingers of a muficiau, 
fall, as it were, naturally, without thought or pains, into re- 
gular and admirable motions De e on TJndcrJl a nding , Jeff. 4, 
D aTs C J n GSC h ao l . n.J. [dan ing and jehooi J I he fchool 
where the art of dancing is taught. 

They bid us to the Englifh dancingfclmh, , 

And teach Invoices high, and fwitt couranto $ \ 

Saying our grace is only in our fleets. Sh.Aejf Hci.ry V, 
A certain Egyptian king endowed is dancingjchoo. for the 
inftimtion of apes of quality, ^ Z> Eft range. 

Dak del 10 N* n f [dent de lion, breach.] The name ui a 

plant, 

it agrees in all ref pedis with the hawkwetd, but only in 
its having a finde naked {talk, with one flower upon the 
top. Adi Jet . 

For covvflips fweet, let dande ions fpread ; 

For B 1 ouzel inda, bSithlonie maid, is dead ! Gay s Pa ft orals* 
Da'ndip* at* n.f [dandin, French,] A little follow; an 
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urchin : a word ufod fometlmes in fondiieis, fumetimes in 
contempt. 

To DANDLE, v* a. [ddndelen, Dutch.] 

1. 'I’o fhake a child on the knee, or in the hands, to pi cafe and 
quiet him. 

Then ftiall ye fuck, and Avail be bona upon her fules, ;,nd 
be dandled upon her knees. //IlxvF n 

1 by little brethren, which, like fairy fprights. 

Oft (kip into our chamber thole fweet nights, 

And, kififd and dand d on thy father s knee, 

W ere brib’d next day t > tell what they did fee. /) 
Courts arc but (upejficia! fehuob to dandle fc>ols, 

Sporting the lion ramp cl, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid. Milton's Paradife Lff h , tv, L 

Motion occations deep, as we find by the common ufc of 
rocking (roward children in cradles, or dandling them in their 
nurfes arms Tempie* 

2. To fondle; to treat like a child. 

Their child fiiaij be advanc’d. 

And be received for the emp’turT heir ; 

And let the emperor dandle him for his own. 5727 /, Andr* 
They have pur me in a filk gown, and a gaudy fool's cap; 
and I am afhamed to be dux died thus, and cannot look in the 
gJais w ithout blufhtng, to Ac myfelf turned into fuch uiutle 
pretty matter* AdMfin’s Guardian^ N v . 1 j 3, 

3. Fo delay; to procraft inate ; to protract by trifles. 

Captains do to dandle their doings, and dally in the fervice 
to them committed, as if they would not have the enemy 
fubdued, dfeujcr on Ireland* 

Da^ndler, n. f [from dandle. ] He that dandies or F \iV* 
children. 

Da n dr u ff. n.f [often written dauh iff^ from tan, the itch, 
and brop, fordid, filthy. J Scabs in the head; icurt at the 
roots of the hair 

Da newort, n. f A fpecies of elder ; called alfo dwarf-elder, 
or wallwort. 

DANGER, n.f [ danger , Fr. of uncertain derivation. Skinner 
derives ii from damnum , Menage from anga ia 7 Mb few from 
death, to which Junius feeim inclined,] Ritquej 
hazard; peril. 

They that fail on the fea, tell of the danger- Ecdus. xliii. 24, 
Our craft is in danger to be let at nought, Adis, x, 27, 
I dare pawn down my life fur him, that he hath writ this 
to feel my affection to your honour, and to no other pretence 
of danger, Shakefpeare s King Lear. 

More danger now from man alone we find, 

Than from the rocks, the billows, and the wind. Haller. 
To Dagger, v. a. [from the noun.] To put in hazard; to 
endanger, 

Pompey’s fon (lands up 
For the main foldicr ; whole quality going on, 

The Tides o' th’ world may danger. Shake], /hit and Cleopat* 
Dagger less, adj* [from danger.] Without hazard; With- 
out rifque; exempt from danger. 

He fhewed no lefs magnanimity in danger kfs defpifing, than 
others in dangerous affecting the multiplying of knigdojcnsATA 
D A y N G ER o u s, adj. [from danger f Hazardous; penlfotis; tull 
of danger. 

A man of an ill tongue is dangerous in his city, Echu ix. 
All men counfel me to take away thy hie, likely to ^n n S 
forth nothing but dangerous and wicked efteSs* Sidne , , b. ll 
A lready we have conquer’d halt the war, 

And the lefs dangerous part is left behind. Dr yd. Ann. Mir ah. 
DaVgrrqu sl y. adv* [ from dangerous, ] H azardou J1 y ; pcril- 
lotifly; with danger. 

But for your fon, believe it, oh, believe it, 

Mott dangroufy you have with him prevail’d, ^ 

If not moll mortal to him. Shake] pc arc s C&rhlamts, 

A fort of naughty perfons 
Have practis’d danger sujly againtt your ttate. 

Dealing with witches and with conjurers. Shak* Her. \ F 
It is juft with God to permit thofc, which think they (tan 
fo furely, to fall moft dungeroujh . Hammond on FcndanicnUi s. 

Plutarch fays rdefilla, a noble lady, being dangtroufy lick, 
was hv the oracle advifed to apply her mind to the jrL1J k a!1 
poetrv:. Peacbam m Pm 7- 

If it were lo ; which but to think were pride, 

My cooftant Jove would uungeroujly be tried- y) 

Da'ngi rousn£ss. n. f. [from dangerous . j Danger; bazar , 

peril. _ r r. 

I ftiall not need to mind you of judging of the dangtnup c] 

of di Tea fes, by the noblenefs ot that part attested- joy . 

To DA NGLE, v. n. [from barr, according to Shrmen as 
hangy bangle dangle*] To hang loofe and quivering. 

Go,' bind thou up yond a angling aprieoeks. bhak. K*n* 

He’d rather on a gibbet dangk\ 

Than mifs his dear delight to wrangle. IindiC as, p* 
Codrus had but one fog; fo fhort to boot, 

That his fhort wife’s fliort legs hung dangling out. Urytu-* 
With dangling hands he ftrokes th J imperial robe, 
id with a cuckold’s air commands the globe* * J, p 
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But have you not with thought beheld 
The fword hang dangling o’er the fhield. Prior* 

2 To hang upon any one; tu be an humble, ufoEfs, harin.eis 

follower, 

T he prefbycerians, and other fanaticks that dangle after 
thr:ri, are well inclined to pull down the prefont elfohlifh* 

ment. ^ Li fi' 

Da ngler. n f [from dangle. ] A man that hangs about wo- 
men only to watte time. 

A dangler is of neither fox. Rtdph s Aftfoh 

DANK, adj [from tunckeu. Germ. Skinner.] Damp; humid; 
moiic; wet. 

He her the maiden fleeping found, 

On die dank and dirty ground Sbaktj. A fnlj Blight's Dream . 

Yet oft they quit 

The d uk 7 and, fifing on ftift : pinions, tour 
The mid aereal sky. Milton s Paradije Loft, h. vii. /, 44O, 
Through each thicket, dank or dry, 

L'ke a black mift; low creeping, he held on 
His midnight fearch. Mdtmis Paradife Lojt, h. ix l- t 79* 
Lawrence, of virtuous father, virtuous fun. 

Now that he fields are dank, and ways are mire. 

Where fbaJl we fometlmes meet, and by the fire 

Help watte a fujlen day ? Milton's Paradije Regained. 

By the rufhy-fringed bank. 

Where grows the willow and the ofier Ham, 

My Aiding chariot flays* Miltojep* 

Me, in my vow’d 

Fidlure, the facrcd wall declares t' have hung 
My dank and dropping weeds 

x lo the ttern god of fea. Aid ton. 

To vrafh the fkins of bcatts and fowls herewith, woidd 
keep them from growl ngdank in mo ill weather. Grnt/* 

Da nkish. adj. Somewhat dank. 

They bound me, bore me thejicc, 

And In a dark and danlijh vault at home, 

There left me* Shakefpeare s Comedy tf Errmrs* 

T o Dae. v. n. [corrupted frofn dip.] To let fall gently into 
the water: award, L believe, only ufed by anglers* 

I liave taught him how to catch a chub, b j dapping with a 
grafshopper, Walton* s Angler * 

DapaTical. adj. [from dapaltcus, Latin.] Sumptuous in 

cheer. Bailey* 

DAT PER. adj. [dapper ^ Dutch.] Little and a£th r e; lively 
without bulk. It is ufually fpoken in contempt* 

And on the tawny lands and flielves, 

7 ’ rip the pert ferries and the dapper elves. Milton* 

A pert dapper ('park of a magpye, fancied the birds would 
never be governed Till hisnfrlf fthould fit at the helm. L' BJir, 
Da ; PPe R iiNG* n.f [from dapper. ] A dwarf; a dandi- 

prat. Ainfworth, 

DA PPLE, adj. [from apple ; as pmmdl\] Marked with 
various colours ; variegated ; flrcakccl ; imbricated : it is ufed 
chiefly of animals. 

My country neighbours do not find it impoffible to think 
of a lame horfo, till they have run over all beings chat arc, 
and then pitch on dapple * ~ Locke* 

To DaYplk. v.a, [from the adjective.] r Fo ftreak ; to vary; 
to diverfify with colours. 

Cenes, laid Ihe, I wot not how he bight; 

But under him n grey ftml did he weild, 

\\ hofe fides with dappled circles were endight. Pai yffueen. 

T he gentle day 

Dapples the drowfy eaft with fpots of grey. Shakefpeare* 
Horfo that are dappled, turn white ; and old fquirrels turn 
grifSy* Bacon's Natural Hijhry y N ^5* 

The Frk begins his flight. 

From his watch-tower in the Ikies, 

’Till the dappled dawn doth rife. Milton* 

I chofe 

The dapptd pink, and blufhing refe. 

To deck my charming Clocks hair. 

The gods, to curfe Pamela with her pray’rs. 

Gave the gift coach and dappled Flanders mares. Pope. 

Dirt I *■■/" ^ fift 1 found in the Severn. Bailey* 

Fo DARE. v. n. pret. 1 dttrft \ part. 1 have dared . [beay.pan, 
baxon ; derren, Dutch ] To have courage for any purpofe ; 
not to be afraid ; to adventure; to be adventurous* 

I lay tis copper Darjl thou be as good as thy word now? 

' ^ ^ ] y> Hal, thou know’ft, ns thou art hut a man, [ d re ; 
but as ihpu art a prince, 1 fear thee. Shake/. Henry £V. p, i. 
I dare do all that may become a man ; 

Who dares do mure, is mme t Shakefpeare s Macbeth. 

They are both hanged ; and fo would this* be, if h edttr/i 
fteal any thing advent'roufly. Shakefpeare** Henry V. 

Neither of them was of that temper as Vo dare any dan- 
gerous fatt, Haywood, 

I he father bore it with undaunted foul. 

Like one who durjl his deft my controul. Dr \ den. 

Deliberate anti well-weighed courage knows both to be 


Prior . 
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We dare not build much upon fuch a notion or doctrine, 
Till ir be very fully examined* If at is s J rov* oj the /htnd, 
ToD-Aia. v. a. To challenge; to defy* 

I never in my llfo 

Did hear challem;e urg'd more modcttly. 

Unless a brother iliould a brother dare 

To gentle exercifo and proof of arms. Shakcfp. Henry I\ * 

Here flie tbinds : 

Take but poffeffion of her with a touch ; 

I dare thee hut to breathe upon my love* Shakefpeare. 

He had many days, In tins proud manner, come had feos 
over; and fometlmes patting further, came and lay at the 
men tli of the harbour, and, as it were, daring tl^cm to fight. 

K nolle M Hilt say of the 7 urH* 

Matters of the arts of policy thought that they might even 
defv and dare providence to the lace. South*. 

All cold, but in herbreaft, 1 will defpifo; 

And dare all heat but that in Celia’s eyes. Ref tmn&n* 
Time! f dare thee to diicuver 
Such a youth, and fuch a lover* Dry den* 

Frefumptuous wretch ! with mortal art to dare 
Immortal power, and brave the thuniierer. Granville. 
To Da r r. Larks* ! o catch them by means of a looking- glafs, 
which keeps them in amaze Till caught ; to amaze* 

Shrimps are dipped up in {hallow water with little round 
nets, not much unlike that which L ufod for das ing\ arks. Carew. 

As larks lie dat'd to fhun the hobby’s flight. Dryden * 

Dare, n.f [frofii the verb.] Defiance; clialletigc* 

Sextus Pompdus 

Hath given the dare to Cedar, ri 1 ’ -i Commands 
The empire of the fca, Shakcfp. Anthony and Clef air a* 
Da74EFU;l. adj. [dare and full ! Full of defiance. 

W e might have met tbaiii/.i fay beard to beard. 

And beat them backward home. Shahfpeare s Macbeth* 
Daring* adj , [from dare. ] Bold; adventurous; feailefs; 
courageous; intrepid ; brave; liout. 

Tie la ft Georgick has i ndeed many metaphors, but not 
fo daring as this; for human thoughts and pailions maybe 
more camially afei ibul to a bee than to an inanimate plant* 

Adclifon . r Eft ays on the GeorgiNs, 
The fongtoo dar ng, and the theme too great. Prior * 

Grieve n< O daring prince! that noble heart. Pope* 

D a Tt 1 k g l v . ad j [ from daring. ] Boldly ; courageously ; 
fcarle&Iy; impudently; outragecufly. 

Some oi the great p? nciples of religion are every day 
openly and daringly at ad.cd from the prds. At ter bury. 

Your brother, fir'd with fuccefs. 

Too daringly upon the foe did profs Halifax* 

Da'ringwess; n.f [from daring.] * lloldnds. 

DARK. adj. [beojie, Saxon.] 

1. Not light ; without liglst, 

Fleanee, hi: Eon, who k ens him company, 

Mutt embrace the fate of that dark hour. Shake/. Macbeth* 
While we converfe with her, we mark 
No want of day, nor think it dark. Waller * 

2. Not of a fhowy or vivid colour. 

It the plague be fume what dark, and the plague fpread not 
in the flan, the prl ft ftiall pronounce him clean, j Lev . xiii. 6* 
In Mufcovy itfott tlie generality of the people arc more 
inclined to have dark coloured hair than flaxen. Boyle * 

3. Blind ; without the enjoyment of light. 

I hou wretched daughter of a dark old man. 

Corn! udl my weary fteps. Dr yd* and Lee $ Oedipus. 

4* Qpafcej not t ran (parent. 

5* Obfcure ; not perfpicuous. 

What may focm dark at the firft, will afterwards be found 
more plain. Hooker^ b. [. fill. U 

Mean time wc (ball cxnrefs our darker purpofe* Shakcfp* 
6* Not enlightened by knowledge; ignorant. 

The age, wherein he liv’d, was dark ; but he 

Could not want fight, who taught the world to foe* Dmh+ 
7. Gloomy; not ch earful* 

All men of dark tempers, according to their degree of 
melancholy or enthufialm, may find convents fitted to their 
] i u m ou i s. Addijm on Italy . 
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1. D;ukne!s ; obfeurity; want of light. 

Come, thick night, 

And pall thee in the dumteft fmukc of hell, 

That my keen knife lee not the w r ound it makes ; 

Nor hcavTi peep through the blanket of the dark] 

1 u uy hold, hold ! Shakefpeare s Macbeth , 

Cloud and ever- during dark 
Surrounds me ! from the chearful ways of men 
Cut oft. Milton's Paradife Loj}, b. iii. /, 4 - . 

Whereas ieemg requires light, and a free medium, and a 
right line to the objects, we can hear in tlie dark immured, 
am! by curve lines. Holders Elements of Steed 

2. Ublcuntys condition of one unknown. 1 

All he fays of himfelf !S , that !ie is an obfcure oerfon : one 
I fuppofe he means, that is in the dark, arJ d thinks it prope? 

A turbary, 

3 * Want 


Dryden* to continue fo. 




